
COMIDA2 – Flight 18 – August 24 2008 

Area flown: Low ceilings and visibility precluded survey effort in most areas.  Increasingly higher 
winds prevailed in the more northerly areas. 
Total hours flown:  3.2 
Total transect hours: 0 
Number of bowheads seen: 0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Low ceilings and impaired visibility throughout most of survey area.  
prevented search effort for most of the flight.  Sea states varied from Beaufort 01-04 and were 
increasing.  Up to 20% broken floe ice in southern part of block 15; ice cover in blocks 14 and 
13 was likely lighter but could not be confirmed due to low visibility. 
Sightings: gray whales, unidentified cetaceans that were likely gray whales based on presence 
of nearby well-formed mud plumes, bearded seals, probable ringed seals, and 1 polar bear on 
an ice floe.  

Bowhead Preliminary Summary, Flight 18 Date: 8/24/2008 

Total bowheads: 0 Start time: 8/24/2008 10:22:24 AM End time: 8/24/2008 1:34:57 PM 
Bowhead sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 0 Transect km:0 
Bowheads on transect: 0 Connect minutes: 0 Connect km: 0 
Bowhead calves: 0 Trans+Con minutes: 0 Trans+Con km: 0 
Bowhead calves on transect: 0 Search minutes: 58 Search km: 239 
Bowhead repeats: 0 Total minutes: 192 Total km: 799.4 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 134 Deadhead km: 560.4 
Total gray whales: 6 Search blocks: 12, 13, 14 
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 0 
Other whale sightings: 2  
Total walrus: 251  
Total bear: 1  
 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Swim 
direction 

Swim 
Speed Behavior On 

effort 

3 71.29 -
157.02 13 gray whale 1 0 -1 slow feed False 

4 71.29 -
157.03 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 0 -1 . . False 

50 71.27 -
157.12 13 gray whale 3 0 231 . feed False 

51 71.28 -
157.01 13 unknown 

cetacean 1 0 -1 . . False 

52 71.28 -
156.98 12 gray whale 2 0 -1 . feed False 

 



 

Meteorological/Oceanographic Summary, Flight 18 Date: 8/24/2008 

Event Lat Long Time Type % 
Ice SeaState Sky Vis imped 

left 
Vis imped 

right 

1 71.29 -
156.78 

10:22:24 
AM no ice 0 n/a clear . . 

2 71.28 -
156.81 

10:25:03 
AM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt clear 5-10 km Unlimited 

3 71.29 -
157.02 

10:26:43 
AM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt clear 5-10 km Unlimited 

4 71.29 -
157.03 

10:26:52 
AM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt clear 5-10 km Unlimited 

5 71.29 -
157.77 

10:32:58 
AM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt clear 5-10 km Unlimited 

6 71.29 -
157.99 

10:34:48 
AM no ice 0 B4 numerous caps, 

11-16 kt clear 5-10 km Unlimited 

7 71.29 -
158.27 

10:37:10 
AM no ice 0 B4 numerous caps, 

11-16 kt clear 5-10 km Unlimited 

8 71.29 -158.6 10:40:00 
AM 

broken 
floe 1 B4 numerous caps, 

11-16 kt clear 5-10 km Unlimited 

9 71.28 -
158.81 

10:41:54 
AM 

broken 
floe 1 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt clear 5-10 km Unlimited 

10 71.27 -
159.37 

10:47:09 
AM 

broken 
floe 2 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt clear 5-10 km 5-10 km 

11 71.27 -
159.84 

10:51:23 
AM 

broken 
floe 2 B2 sm waves, 4-6 kt clear 5-10 km 5-10 km 

12 71.27 -
159.87 

10:51:44 
AM 

broken 
floe 5 B2 sm waves, 4-6 kt clear 5-10 km 5-10 km 



13 71.27 -
160.05 

10:53:20 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 B1 ripples, 1-3 kt clear 5-10 km 5-10 km 

14 71.27 -
160.24 

10:55:03 
AM 

broken 
floe 10 B2 sm waves, 4-6 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

15 71.27 -
160.31 

10:55:43 
AM 

broken 
floe 10 B2 sm waves, 4-6 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

16 71.27 -
160.48 

10:57:16 
AM 

broken 
floe 2 B2 sm waves, 4-6 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

17 71.26 -
160.86 

11:00:51 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 B2 sm waves, 4-6 kt overcast 5-10 km 3-5 km 

18 71.26 -
161.04 

11:02:30 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 B2 sm waves, 4-6 kt overcast <1 km <1 km 

19 71.26 -
161.09 

11:02:54 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

20 71.25 -
161.71 

11:08:39 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

22 71.22 -
162.38 

11:14:52 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

23 71.23 -
162.99 

11:21:09 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

24 71.22 -
163.58 

11:26:37 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

25 71.19 -
164.36 

11:33:59 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

26 71.17 -
164.95 

11:39:18 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

27 71.15 -
165.58 

11:44:24 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

28 71.13 -
166.11 

11:49:30 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

29 71.1 -
166.69 

11:54:37 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

30 71.07 -
167.27 

11:59:44 
AM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

31 70.94 -
167.53 

12:03:24 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

32 70.8 -
167.18 

12:08:31 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

33 70.84 -
166.61 

12:13:50 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

34 70.88 -
165.87 

12:20:00 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

35 70.92 -
165.01 

12:26:18 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

36 70.94 -
164.59 

12:29:24 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

37 70.97 -
163.88 

12:34:26 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

38 70.99 -
163.16 

12:39:32 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

39 71 -
162.55 

12:44:36 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

40 71.02 -
161.84 

12:50:41 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

41 71.06 -
161.19 

12:56:21 
PM 

broken 
floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

42 71.1 -
160.54 1:01:27 PM broken 

floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

43 71.14 -
159.86 1:06:31 PM broken 

floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

44 71.17 -
159.19 1:11:34 PM broken 

floe 20 n/a overcast 0 km 0 km 

45 71.17 -
159.18 1:11:42 PM broken 

floe 1 B3 scattered caps, 7-
10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

46 71.21 -
158.47 1:16:58 PM broken 

floe 1 B3 scattered caps, 7-
10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

47 71.22 -
158.34 1:17:57 PM broken 

floe 1 B3 scattered caps, 7-
10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 



48 71.24 -
157.95 1:23:39 PM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

49 71.27 -
157.24 1:29:05 PM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

50 71.27 -
157.12 1:30:01 PM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

51 71.28 -
157.01 1:30:52 PM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

52 71.28 -
156.98 1:31:07 PM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

53 71.28 -
156.82 1:32:28 PM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

55 71.29 -
156.75 1:34:57 PM no ice 0 B3 scattered caps, 7-

10 kt overcast 5-10 km 5-10 km 

 

Note: ice cover for events 19-44 could not be confirmed due to 0 visibilities.  Likely was NOT 20% coverage; this 
value trickled down from the last ice % data entry. 


